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  Ryan Bushey, Associate Editor 

The New York Times Science Take video series, which explores [1] new research
developments, recently focused on a peculiar feature exhibited by a certain species
of millipede.

Virginia Tech entomologist Dr. Paul Marek and University of Arizona entomologist
Dr. Wendy Moore, along with several colleagues, conducted a study in 2011 where
they discovered these insects emit cyanide to fend off predators, which allows them
to glow in the dark.

However, the researchers found this bioluminescence capability only appears in
nine species of one millipede genus called Mytoxia, and only once in the history of
these bugs. 

Dr. Marek and Dr. Moore conducted another study in 2013 to figure out how this
process originated. 

Watch what they found, below. 

 

 
 
Source URL (retrieved on 09/14/2015 - 11:57pm): 
http://www.biosciencetechnology.com/videos/2015/07/why-millipedes-glow-dark

Links:
[1] http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/22/science/science-take-millipedes-
cyanide.html?rref=collection%2Fcolumn%2Fsciencetake&amp;

Page 1 of 1

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/22/science/science-take-millipedes-cyanide.html?rref=collection%2Fcolumn%2Fsciencetake&
http://www.biosciencetechnology.com/videos/2015/07/why-millipedes-glow-dark

